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EMBARGOED UNTIL FRIDAY 6 AUGUST, 5.30PM ACST 6PM AEST   

WINNERS OF THE TELSTRA NATIONAL ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT 
ISLANDER ART AWARDS ANNOUNCED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Timo HOGAN, Pitjantjatjara language 
Tjuntjuntjara, WA Lake Baker 2020 synthetic 
polymer paint on linen 200 x 290 cm 

 

The Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory is delighted to announce the winners of the 2021 Telstra 
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Art Awards. 

Western Australian artist Timo Hogan has won the coveted Telstra Art Award with Lake Baker 2020..  

Hogan’s spectacular winning work pays homage to his father’s Country and invites the onlooker to witness his knowledge 
and custodianship of this significant site.  

 
“I am very happy to have won this award. It makes me feel strong inside. Painting is important for Anangu 
(Aboriginal people) to tell their stories. The Art Centre is a good place for people to come and be together and 
paint their Country. I’m happy for this prize and that people see this work is important," said Mr Hogan. 

 
Hogan’s impressive painting depicts Lake Baker and tells of the Tjukurpa within the landscape and the inhabitants 
that made it. In this representation of the Wati Kutjara Tjukurpa (Two Men creation line), the men watch carefully 
as the powerful Wanampi (water serpent) departs his home and skirts the edge of the lake.  
 
 
“I’m painting Lake Baker. It’s a sacred place. My father showed me the Tjukurpa (spiritual / ancestral creation story) 
when I was a boy. It’s got a big story, but I can't tell all of it, miilmiilpa (highly sacred), only the front part,” explains 
Mr Hogan. 

 
“A masterful painting of international calibre, Lake Baker heralds Timo Hogan as a remarkably confident artist with 
talent that exceeds his age and experience. In a work of this scale, there is nowhere for an artist to hide: Timo’s 
restrained use of paint, texture and form not only demonstrates exceptional artistic instinct, but also his intimate 
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connection to Country. Lake Baker is a mediative, connected and assured master work by one of Australia’s most 
exciting up and coming artists,” said the 2021 Judging Panel. 
 
Presented in partnership with MAGNT, the 2021 Telstra NATSIAA encompasses seven awards categories and 
presents 65 powerful new works which interpret history, spark conversations, and celebrate culture and Country.  

The 2021 Telstra NATSIAA features an incredible range of outstanding artworks by some of Australia’s best emerging 
and established artists. Now in its 38th year, Telstra NATSIAA is Australia’s longest running and most prestigious art 
award for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists and can be experienced in person at MAGNT in Darwin or via 
the virtual gallery at www.natsiaa.com.au 

“My heartfelt congratulations to Mr Hogan for winning this year’s 2021 Telstra Art Award and to all the category 
winners in this year’s Telstra NATSIAA. Over the years I have been so impressed by Hogan’s dramatic interpretations 
of Lake Baker as a previous finalist in Telstra NATSIAA exhibitions. The Pitjantjatjara artist’s signature style and use of 
space upends perceptions of Aboriginal art. Visitors to the exhibition here at MAGNT Darwin or online can see how 
this year’s winners are the barometer for high calibre contemporary Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art,” said 
MAGNT Director Marcus Schutenko. 

Telstra Chief Executive Officer Andrew Penn said, “I would like to congratulate Timo Hogan for his wonderful work 
and all of this year’s winners and finalists. Once again, the quality and diversity of entries is exceptional. As the 
pandemic continues to affect our lives, we’re pleased to announce that, together with the MAGNT, we’ve 
refreshed and re-launched the virtual gallery for the exhibition at natsiaa.com.au so that everyone in Australia and 
around the world, can experience these wonderful artworks online and for the artists to receive the recognition 
they truly deserve.” 

Hogan has exhibited his work internationally including France, Belgium and Germany. 

See Telstra NATSIAA at MAGNT Darwin or via natsiaa.com.au from Saturday 7 August 2021, 10am until Sunday 6 
February 2022. 

2021 Telstra NATSIAA Category Winners 

Telstra General Painting Award 
Bugai Whyoulter 
Kartujarra language 
Kunawarritji, WA 
Wantili (Warntili, Canning Stock Route Well 25) 
2021 
synthetic polymer paint on canvas 
152 x 152 cm 

  
  
  

http://www.natsiaa.com.au/
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Judges’ Comments 
Wantili in the perfect example of the way an artwork can captivate the viewer without shouting for attention. A 
comparatively quieter work to many others in the exhibition, all three judges were immediately drawn to Bugai’s 
gestural brushstrokes and expressive use of paint.  
 

 

Telstra Bark Painting Award 
Dhambit Munuŋgurr 
Yolŋu Matha language 
Gunyuŋara NT 
Bees at Gäṉgän 2021 
synthetic polymer paint on stringybark 
243 x 130 cm 

 
Judges’ Comments 
Dhambit Munuŋgurr’s electric blue works, which pulsate with life and vitality, are completely transforming the 
medium and conventions of bark painting as we know it. Bees at Gäṉgän is an outstanding example of this – an 
innovative work in its use of colour, representation, technique and scale. The judges were excited by Dhambit’s 
experimentation and its blurring of the distinctions between ‘traditional’ and ‘contemporary’ art.  

 

Telstra Works on Paper Award 
Ms M Wirrpanda 
Yolŋu Matha language 
Yirrkala, NT 
Untitled 2021 
fibre-tipped pen on paper 
270 x 285 cm (overall) 
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Judges’ Comments 
Abstract and unexpected, Untitled is a gift for all of us left by the late and great artist Ms M 
Wirrpanda. Completed during the last few months of her life, the judges noted that the work felt 
unconstrained by traditional artistic conventions and offered viewers an experimental and 
intriguing visual interpretation of the story depicted. 
 

Wandjuk Marika 3D Memorial Award (sponsored by Telstra) 
Hubert Pareroultja and Mervyn Rubuntja 
Western Aranda, Arrernte language 
Mparntwe (Alice Springs), NT 
Through the veil of time 2021 
watercolour on silk-screen mesh 
266 x 107 x 20 cm (each) 

 
Judges’ Comments 
Hubert Pareroultja and Mervyn Rubuntja’s immersive work Through the veil of time transported the judging panel 
to the Central Desert, and allowed us to experience Country through the eyes of the Hermannsburg School. 
Traditionally small-scale watercolourists, we were excited to see the artists working collaboratively and scaling up 
the size of their work. 
 

Telstra Multimedia Award 
Pedro Wonaeamirri 
Tiwi language 
Milikapiti, Tiwi Islands, NT 
Jilarti, live performance of Jilarti 
(brolga song), pimirtiki (feather head 
piece), imeuja (false beard), tokwayinga 
(feather ball), tjimirrikamarka (fighting 
stick), tunga (folded bark bag) 2021 
digital media, earth pigments (locally sourced) 
on stringybark and wood; 
feathers, vegetable fibre and beeswax 
150 x 150 x 120 cm (overall) 
1.39 minutes (digital component) 

 
Judges’ Comments 
Jilarti – live performance of Jilarti (brolga song) with pimirtiki (feather headpiece), imeuja (false beard), tokwayinga 
(feather ball), tjimirrikamarka (fighting stick), tunga (folded bark bag) is an embodied work that brings objects and 
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performance into dialogue. By animating these objects through ceremony – both live and digitally presented 
– Pedro offers a powerful reminder to all of us that Aboriginal culture is a living culture, rich in tradition. 
 

Telstra Emerging Artist Award 
Kyra Mancktelow 
Jandai language 
Logan, Qld 
Moongalba 11 2021 
etching ink on paper 
240 x 160 cm 

 
Judges’ Comments 
Kyra’s haunting and ghostly work Moongalba 11 exploits the medium of printmaking, textiles and etching to 
communicate a deeply painful and dark chapter of Australian history. Touching on the devastating impact of 
colonisation, Christianity and assimilation, Kyra’s powerful and evocative work is a moving tribute to many 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and families torn apart by missionaries during the 19th century. 
 

Judging Panel 
Liz Nowell, Queensland 
Dennis Stokes, Northern Territory 
Denise Quall, Northern Territory 

About Telstra NATSIAA 
Telstra NATSIAA is Australia's longest running and most prestigious art awards for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists. Each year the 
Awards showcase an incredible range of contemporary artworks from across the country. Featuring a wide variety of styles and stories 
brought to life in unique ways by some of Australia’s best emerging and established artists, they truly represent the art of the nation. 

Available for Interview 

 MAGNT Director, Marcus Schutenko 

 Telstra Principal, Media, Sponsorship & Awards, Genelle Sharples 

 Winners  (subject to availability) 

  
Awards Winners Announcement | Embargo lifts Friday 6 August, 5.30pm CST (6pm AEST) 

Virtual Gallery and Online Ceremony Live | Friday 6 August, 5.30pm CST (6pm AEST) 


